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MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Chair and Members of the School Board
Michael J. Burke, Superintendent
Chair and Members of the Audit Committee
FROM: Teresa Michael, Inspector General
DATE: 6/28/2023

SUBJECT:  Transmittal of Final Investigative Report:
23-0018-1/Theft of Funds, John F. Kennedy Middle School

Attached please find a copy of the Palm Beach County School District Office of Inspector General
(OIG) Final Report of OIG Case 23-0018-I related to theft of funds. The OIG received a complaint
on January 31, 2023 regarding an allegation that either long-term substitute teachers Janaris Davis
or Ashley Hutchinson accepted $110 from a student and did not account for the funds.

The OIG investigation concluded the allegation was unsubstantiated.

In accordance with School Board Policy 1.092.9.b.iv., on 5/23/2023, the draft of this investigation
was provided to Janaris Davis and Ashley Hutchinson for a response. The OIG did not receive a
written response from Davis or Hutchinson.

The report is finalized and will be posted on the Inspector General’s website;
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/about us/reports_and_publications/inspector_general reports .
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OIG Case 23-0018-I

Office of Inspector General
Report of Investigation 23-0018-1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From February 23, 2023, until May 4, 2023, the OIG conducted an investigation involving
an allegation that either Permanent Substitute Teacher Janaris Davis or Long-term Tutor
Ashley Hutchinson failed to account for $110 collected from sixth-grade John F. Kennedy
(JFK) Middle School student [ (herein referred to as D.W.). The allegation
that Janaris Davis or Ashley Hutchinson violated School District Policy 3.02.5.1.ii - Code
of Ethics in that they did not account for funds given to them by a student was
Unsubstantiated.

On May 23, 2023, the OIG forwarded a copy of the draft report to Davis and Hutchinson
and was given 20 business days to respond in writing. At the finalization of this
investigative report, the OIG did not receive a response from Davis or Hutchinson.

RECOMMENDATIONS

There are no recommendations.

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank]
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INVESTIGATIVE PREDICATE

On January 31, 2023, the School District of Palm Beach County, Office of Inspector
General (OIG) received an anonymous complaint via Ethical Advocate. The anonymous
complaint alleged that Substitute Teacher Janaris Davis or Long-term Tutor Ashley
Hutchinson violated School District Policy 3.02.5.f.ii - Code of Ethics. Specifically, the
allegation is that Davis or Hutchinson accepted $110 from D.W. at school, but the student
never received a receipt and ultimately the funds were not accounted for. After initially
conducting a preliminary investigation, on February 20, 2023, Director of Investigations
Oscar Restrepo assigned this complaint to Investigator Tanya Lawson for a full
investigation.

The OIG investigation concluded that the Allegation was unsubstantiated. The
investigative findings of the allegation will be discussed in detail later in this report.

BACKGROUND

John F. Kennedy Middle School is a magnet school located in Riviera Beach, FL. The
student population of John F. Kennedy Middle School is 839 and the school serves
grades 6-8.

ALLEGATION

It is alleged that Janaris Davis or Ashley Hutchinson accepted $110 from a student and
did not provide the student with a receipt which consequently led to the funds not being
accounted for. The failure to account for public funds constituted a violation of School
District Policy 3.02.5.f.ii - Code of Ethics which states, in part,

“Public Funds and Property:
Employees entrusted with public funds and property should honor that trust
with a high level of honesty, accuracy, and responsibility. Unethical conduct

includes, but is not limited to:

ii. Failing to account for public funds collected from students, parents or
other parties.”

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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COMPLAINANT INTERVIEW

On January 31, 2023, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) received an anonymous
complaint. The complaint was taken via the Ethical Advocate formal complaint
system for the OIG. The verbatim complaint was submitted, received, and recorded,
through Ethical Advocate:

“Prior to the winter break, student D.W. allegedly provided permanent substitute teacher,
Janaris Davis $110 for a Band trip. The student is stating that she did not receive a receipt
for the cash that was provided to Ms. Davis. The parent of the student went to the school
and asked Ms. Davis for a receipt. The student is not in Band which the parent discovered
the student did not have a band class. The parent requested the School Resource Officer
pull the school surveillance videos from the hall where the transaction allegedly took
place. The videos are no longer available”.

WITNESS INTERVIEWS

On February 23, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of the mother of D.W., Kizzy
Boatwright was conducted at the Office of Inspector General in West Palm Beach,
FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by
“Boatwright” as it relates to the Allegation:

Boatwright recently relocated from Ft. Pierce, FL to Palm Beach County, and is the mother
of D.W.

Boatwright stated that on December 16, 2022, she gave D.W. $110 in cash for a band
uniform. Boatwright stated she specifically told D.W. to make sure that she got a receipt.
Boatwright stated when she saw her daughter later that day, she asked her about a
receipt, and D.W. told her that she did not get a receipt because she saw Janaris Davis
in the hallway on her way to gym class, and gave Davis the $110 cash payment.
Boatwright stated she is sure of the December 16, 2022 date because it was the day of
the pep rally. Boatwright stated D.W. told her that as she was giving Davis the money,
Davis asked D.W. what her name was and D.W. told her. Davis responded that she would
give the money to Hutchinson. Boatwright stated that D.W. told her that she wanted to be
in the band; however, Boatwright acknowledged that she did not know what it took for her
daughter to be a member of the band. The OIG asked whether or not she completed a
band contract for D.W., and Boatwright admitted that she never completed a band
contract for D.W. Boatwright stated D.W. had field trip permission forms for her to sign for
band activities but also acknowledged that because personal issues were always coming
up, D.W. was unable to attend the field trips, but D.W. still had not received a uniform.

Boatwright stated, the next day’ she went to the school to get a receipt and was given the
name of Ashley Hutchinson as being the individual that would provide her with a receipt
for the band uniform. Per Boatwright, Hutchinson told her that she would give the receipt

" Note: December 17, 2022 was a Saturday, no school was open.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General



June 28, 2023
OIG Case 23-0018-I

to D.W. Per Boatwright, Hutchinson referenced the student by name. When asked why
Hutchinson could not give her a receipt at that time, Hutchinson responded the receipt
was upstairs. When asked why she did not wait for the receipt, Boatwright stated she
trusted that Hutchinson would leave the receipt with her daughter. When asked if
Hutchinson was clear on what student was to get the receipt; D.W. and not [ NS
B (herein referred to as T.W.), Boatwright stated “Yes.”

Boatwright stated after the Christmas break, she met with 7th-grade Assistant Principal;
Timothy Nance. Per Boatwright, she, Davis, D.W., her 11-year-old daughter, and her one-
year old grandson all attended the meeting. Boatwright stated that during the meeting,
D.W. was very specific that she gave the money to Davis. Boatwright stated during the
meeting, Davis denied that D.W. gave her any money at which point, D.W. said “Yes, |
gave it to you.”

Boatwright stated she asked Nance to pull the video. According to Boatwright, School
Resource Officer (SRO) Dieuberny Cosmeus came in, and he and D.W. left so that D.W.
could show the SRO the exact location where she stated she gave Davis the money.
Boatwright stated Nance left her in the conference room and the SRO never returned to
update her on what was going on. Boatwright said she was told by the front desk
receptionist that the SRO had gone to meet a parent. Boatwright stated before she left
the school, she ran into Nance, and as she was speaking with him, she told him that she
was “tired of this” and Nance replied that “it was starting to get on his nerves as well and
that he would CashApp her.” Boatwright stated she did not receive any money from Nance
via CashApp or any other form of money transfer.

When asked if she has ever had any issues with D.W. not telling the truth, Boatwright
said “No, she has not” and has not had any behavioral issues with her daughter.
Boatwright stated she admits that she should have taken the money into the school, but
that D.W. wanted to “be a grown-up.” Boatwright stated D.W. was not the type of person
to take money from her.

On February 28, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School student
D.W. was conducted at the Office of Inspector General in West Palm Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “D.W.” as it
relates to the Allegation:

D.W. is a sixth-grade student at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL. Her mother,
(Kizzy Boatwright) was also present for the interview and gave the OIG permission to
meet with her daughter.

D.W. stated she received $110 from her father and that the money was supposed to pay
for a band uniform. When asked how she knew to ask her mom and dad for that specific
amount of money, D.W. replied that her friend T.W., who is in the band told her the
amount. D.W. was asked to describe what happened with Substitute Teacher Janaris
Davis. D.W. stated she was on her way to physical education class and saw Davis and
gave her $110 cash. D.W. could not recall the date. The OIG asked what, if anything, did

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector Gener;_



June 28, 2023
OIG Case 23-0018-

Davis say to her, and D.W. replied that Davis asked her what her name was and D.W.
replied that she gave Davis her first name but did not recall providing Davis with her last
name. D.W. stated Davis told her she would give the money to Ms. Hutchinson and that
Hutchinson would give her a receipt. D.W. stated she never received a receipt.

When asked how she knew to give the money to Davis, D.W. shrugged her shoulders.
OIG staff asked her if she had seen Davis around the school before. D.W. responded that
she had seen Davis with the dance team and the cheer team. OIG staff asked D.W. if she
was familiar with Hutchinson and D.W. replied that she is familiar with Hutchinson
because she had seen Hutchinson at dance and cheer practice. When asked again about
the money, D.W. was adamant that she gave $110 in cash to Davis for a band uniform.

D.W. stated she had been staying after school to be with her friends that were already in
the band. D.W. stated she asked Band Director Slakoff if she could join the band and
Slakoff stated she could. D.W. stated she believed that by staying after school, she was
in the band and was not told anything different by teachers or staff. During the interview,
the mother was shown a blank copy of a band contract. Neither the mother nor D.W. had
seen the document before.

On February 14, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Treasurer
Ebonie Dennis was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Dennis” as it
relates to the Allegation:

Ebonie Dennis began her career at Congress Middle School in 2014 and is currently the
treasurer at JFK Middle School.

Dennis stated in January 2023 (Dennis could not recall the exact date), she was assisting
in the front office when a parent came in with her daughter requesting a receipt. Dennis
stated that Kizzy Boatwright stated she had given her daughter $110 for a band uniform,
but had not received a receipt. Dennis stated she told Boatwright that she may speak with
her because she is the bookkeeper. Dennis stated she asked Boatwright if she had a
receipt and she replied “No.” Dennis stated Boatwright described Ashley Hutchinson as
being the individual that was to provide a receipt to her. Dennis stated the front desk clerk
summoned Ashely Hutchinson. Per Dennis, Hutchinson picked up the call and told them
she had a receipt but needed to go to her office to retrieve it. Dennis stated by the time
she went upstairs to retrieve the receipt from Hutchinson, Hutchinson had already made
her way to the front office and informed Dennis that she did not have a receipt for D.W.
only a receipt for T.W.

According to Dennis, Boatwright stated that D.W. told her that she was going to be in the
band and that she needed $110. Dennis asked the mother if she signed a contract for
D.W. to be in the band because all students were required to get a signed contract from
their parents to participate in the band. Dennis stated that Boatwright replied “no, she did
not sign a contract.” Dennis stated she asked the mother if D.W. had participated in
anything that the band had ever done and the mother replied D.W. had not.
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Dennis stated she, the principal’s secretary; Judith Deramo, and Hutchinson called D.W.
out of class to Dennis’ office for clarification. Dennis stated that she told D.W. that her
mother was concerned about the $110 that she gave her and that she had never received
a receipt for it. Dennis stated she asked D.W. to identify the individual that she gave the
money to and D.W. pointed to Hutchinson. Dennis stated that she asked D.W. to tell her
the name of the individual that she had just pointed to and D.W. said “That’'s Ms. Davis.”
Dennis stated she then told D.W. that was not Ms. Davis and that it was Ms. Hutchinson.
Dennis stated she then asked D.W. to physically describe Ms. Davis and D.W. said “|
think she has braces.” Dennis stated she asked D.W. if she has band class and D.W. said
“No.” Dennis stated she then asked D.W. what the intended use of the money was and
D.W. said a band uniform. Dennis stated she asked D.W. if she received a uniform and
D.W. responded “No.”

Dennis further stated, the mother never received a receipt, D.W. never participated in
band, and the mother never signed a contract for the band. Per Dennis, she asked
Hutchinson and Davis if they knew D.W. and both replied that they did not know or
recognize D.W.

On February 14, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Principal
Ricky Clark was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Clark” as it
relates to the Allegation:

Ricky Clark has worked for the School District since 2001.

Clark stated that he became aware of the situation with District employee Janaris Davis
in January when Treasurer Ebonie Dennis brought it to his attention. Clark said a parent
made a complaint that she had given her daughter money for a band uniform in December
and never received a receipt. Clark stated at the time, he did not know the teacher's name
that was being accused. Clark stated he met with the Treasurer and School Police to
make sure that the matter would be addressed. Clark stated the matter was being handled
by School Police. Clark stated he was told by the treasurer that the amount that the parent
stated was given to the teacher was $110. Clark stated he has not spoken with the parent.
Clark stated to his knowledge, the student is not in the band and does not know why the
student would not have given money directly to the band teacher. Clark stated he has not
questioned Janaris Davis, but stated that she may have already been questioned by the
SRO. Clark stated the follow-up information provided to him by the SRO was that the
student gave the name of three different individuals that she gave the money to and could
not conclusively identify the individual. Per Clark, due to the student’s different versions
of the story, the SRO told him it was “civil” and not a criminal matter.

On April 19, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Police Officer
Dieuberny Cosmeus was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL.
The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Cosmeus”
as it relates to the Allegation:
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Cosmeus began his career with the School District in 2007.

Cosmeus stated that the matter regarding D.W. was brought to his attention sometime in
January 2023 by Assistant Principal Timothy Nance. Cosmeus stated he took the action
of attempting to pull the cameras from the location where the student stated she gave the
money to Janaris Davis. According to Cosmeus, the date of the incident was over 30 days
and therefore, there was no camera footage available.

Cosmeus stated the parent of the student, Kizzy Boatwright, came to the school around
January 18, 2023. Cosmeus stated he told the mother that he would look into it, but he
would have to know the exact location. Cosmeus stated according to the student, the
location was the gym. Cosmeus stated the student could not name the person that she
gave the $110 to. According to Cosmeus, he was told by Nance that the teacher in
question was Janaris Davis. When asked what the normal protocol is when a matter like
this is brought to his attention, Cosmeus responded that it is a civil matter and no crime
had been committed because the money was not stolen from the student's possession
which would have then made it a criminal matter. Cosmeus stated the money was given
to the student by her mother who then, willingly gave the money to the teacher and the
student was to receive an item (of value) in exchange for the money given. Cosmeus
stated because the video was not available, he was unable to say that the teacher did
anything wrong or the student did anything wrong. Cosmeus was asked if he questioned
the teacher and he stated “yes”, and was told by Davis that she did not receive any money
from the student. According to Cosmeus, Davis did acknowledge knowing the student but
denied that the student gave her any money. Cosmeus was asked whether or not he
completed an incident report. He stated he did not because no crime had been committed,
but stated that he did complete a Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) report, and not a
criminal report which would have called for an incident report to be completed. For
example, according to Cosmeus, if he contacted a parent, it would be documented in
CAD. When asked whether or not the CAD generated a case number, Cosmeus stated
yes, it would. Cosmeus referenced that the allegation was regarding property which was
a civil matter. Cosmeus stated there is no receipt to show that the student gave the
teacher the money. Cosmeus stated nothing else will be done concerning this matter.

On April 19, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Assistant
Principal Timothy Nance was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach,
FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Nance”
as it relates to the Allegation:

Nance began his career with the School District in 1991 and became the Assistant
Principal in 2011.

Nance stated Kizzy Boatwright was at the school in January 2023 and was irate because
she had been to the school several times concerning her daughter giving money to a
teacher. The mother had not received a receipt to acknowledge payment of approximately
$100 (Nance could not recall the exact amount). Nance stated to his understanding, D.W.
said it was Ms. Hutchinson that she gave the money to, and later claimed it was Davis.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General _



June 28, 2023
OIG Case 23-0018-I

Nance stated he asked the parent where the payment was made so that school police
could pull the security camera footage. According to Nance, another school police officer
(not Cosmeus) told him video footage was only stored for 15 days. Accordingly, he told
the parent that the date was out of range of the alleged incident and there would not be
any footage. Nance stated he asked the parent who she had spoken to about this issue
because that was the first time he heard about it and because he is the assistant principal
over activities, he should have been made aware.

Nance stated at that point, he contacted the SRO and had him come to the conference
room. Nance stated Officer Cosmeus told him and the parent that camera footage was
kept for 30 days, and that he would go and check. Per Nance, the parent no longer trusted
anything he said because he previously told the parent that the footage wouldn’t be there.
Nance stated Officer Cosmeus never returned to update the parent, and the parent was
left alone in the conference room which further irritated her. Per Nance, Officer Cosmeus
did not want to tell the parent that there was no footage and left it up to him to tell the
parent. According to Nance, the parent felt like he (Nance) lied to her about the time frame
of the footage and she was “given the run-around.” Nance stated he called Davis into the
meeting and Davis stated she did not receive any money from the student at which point,
the mother asked Davis if she was calling her daughter a liar. Nance stated the situation
got intense between Davis and Boatwright. According to Nance, Davis said she did not
collect money for band and there were no receipts or any record of the money being
received from D.W. According to Nance, D.W. initially could only identify the individual
she gave the money to by name, but it was not the person that she physically identified.
Which was Davis.

Nance acknowledged that he told the mother that he would be willing to pay her from his
own funds to resolve the matter, but according to Nance, the parent wanted to pursue
other routes, including the legal route. Nance stated time had passed and there was no
security video footage to verify the student’s claim. Nance stated he could not say for sure
what happened and would not call into question the teacher’s integrity. Nance stated he
does not believe that Davis would have taken the money, but cannot say for a fact one
way or the other because there was no proof of what happened.

On May 4, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Band Teacher
Maxwell Slakoff was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Slakoff” as it
relates to the Allegation:

Slakoff was hired by the School District in August 2022 as the band director/teacher.

Slakoff stated D.W. did attend a few band practices in the fall of 2022, but she stopped
coming without notifying him as to why. Slakoff stated a student does not have to be in
band class to be in the band. Slakoff stated he did not receive a signed band contract
from D.W.'s parent/legal guardian. Slakoff stated because this is his first year at the
school, he does not handle money and that all money for the band goes through Ashley
Hutchinson. Slakoff stated he did receive permission slips for field trips for D.W., but not
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a signed band contract. Slakoff stated D.W. was just showing up to band practice and
was most likely under the impression that she was in the band since she was coming out
to the practices. Slakoff stated he had no knowledge of D.W. giving $110 to anyone and
left the handling of money to Hutchinson. Slakoff stated that D.W. played the clarinet
which, was left in the classroom. Slakoff stated D.\W. did not receive a band uniform.
Slakoff stated band uniforms did not arrive until January because the first vendor messed
up the order and he had to get another vendor. According to Slakoff, the receipt book for
the band did not show any money being received from D.W., and all other monies for the
band appear to have been properly collected and accounted for. When questioned about
the receipt book, Slakoff stated Hutchinson and Davis had separate receipt books.
Hutchinson had the receipt book for the band and Davis had the receipt book for the cheer

team.

SUBJECT INTERVIEWS

On May 4, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middie School Permanent
Substitute Teacher Janaris Davis was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera
Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by
“Davis” as it relates to the Allegation:

Davis began her career with the School District in 2010 and was rehired in 2013 as a
substitute teacher.

Davis stated she is not familiar with D.WW. She would not be able to point her out, however
she knows that she is in sixth grade. Davis stated that she is familiar with the situation
regarding D.W. because D.W. stated that she gave her $110 in cash for a band uniform.
Davis stated any money received for the band gets handled by Ms. Hutchinson because
she does not collect money for the band. Davis stated the only money that she collected
and dropped (in the school's drop safe) was for the cheer team. Davis stated she knows
that there is another young lady with the same last name but stated there is no mix-up
between them because T.W. has not given her any money for anything so there was
nothing to confuse.

Davis stated she never formally met with the SRO regarding this matter, but stated that
there were comments made in passing that the young lady stated that she gave Davis
the money. Davis indicated she heard the student also identified two other individuals as
the individuals whom she gave the money. Davis could not recall who gave her that
information. Davis stated if there was an instance that a member of the band gave her
any money, she would have given it to Ms. Hutchinson.

Davis stated when D.W. and her mother came to the school in January, D.W. stated she
gave the money to Davis. Davis stated she asked D.W. “Are you sure?” and D.W. said
“Yes”, and began trying to explain the events on the day when she allegedly gave the
money to Davis.
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There was a pep rally/club day event on the same day. Davis stated she recalled being
at the gym that day setting up for club day/pep rally, but does not recall taking any money
from any students that day. Davis stated she asked D.W., “Well if you did give me money,
why didn’t you come back for a receipt” because she would have given D.W. a receipt.

Davis was adamant that she did not know D.W. and would not be able to identify her if
she stood right in front of her. Davis stated she was the emcee for club day/pep rally day
and was very busy that day. Davis stated she even asked the band director about D.W.,
and what instrument she played, but was still unable to recall D.W. When asked if she
knew why D.W. chose her as the person she said she gave the money to, Davis stated
she does not know. Davis was asked if she recalled accepting money from a student but
perhaps just did not recall the specific student. Davis replied she does not recall. When
asked if she may have forgotten that the money was given to her by D.W. because of the
activities that were going on and the holiday approaching and that she may have mixed
the money up with her personal funds, Davis stated “No”. Davis also stated she did not
find any money that she could not account from where it came. Davis also stated all
monies were accounted for in her activities accounts and there were no overages. Davis
was asked what should happen to someone that stole money, and Davis replied that they
should be held accountable.

On May 4, 2023, a sworn recorded interview of JFK Middle School Long-Term Tutor
Ashley Hutchinson was conducted at JFK Middle School in Riviera Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Hutchinson” as
it relates to the Allegation:

Hutchinson began working for the School District in 2019 as a long-term tutor.

Hutchinson stated she does not know D.W., and never received any money from her for
the band. Hutchinson stated she learned from Slakoff, that D.W. attended a few practices
with the band, but Hutchinson maintains that she doesn’t know D.W. Hutchinson stated
D.W. initially pointed to her as being the individual that she gave $110 for a band uniform,
but later stated it was not her. Hutchinson stated originally, she told D.W.’s mother that if
she had a receipt for D.W., she would give it to her, but there was no receipt for D.W.
Hutchinson acknowledged that at first, she did confuse D.W. with a student with the same
last name (T.W.). Hutchinson stated she collects money for the band. Hutchinson stated
she never met with D.W. or the mother. Hutchinson stated the SRO has never met with
her regarding this matter. Hutchinson was asked if Davis ever asked her for the band
receipt book and Hutchinson stated “No.”

When asked what she thinks happened to the money, Hutchinson stated she believes
that because D.W. could not positively identify the individual that she gave the money,
and also gave conflicting accounts of what happened, she thinks that D.W. spent the
money and did not want to tell her mother. Hutchinson does not believe that Davis took
the money and did not account for it.
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RECORDS ANALYSIS

The OIG received cell phone screenshots from the mother that appeared to illustrate the
money that was given to D.W. by her father (Exhibit 1) and a screenshot of a text
message exchange between D.W. and her friend. The text message is leading in that
rather than asking the friend to explain what happened in her own words, D.W. tells friend
what happened and the friend agrees (Exhibit 2). In this instance, security video would
have been the best evidence. However, per Officer Cosmeus, the video was not available
as it was past the 30-day retention timeframe. OIG staff requested and received all MCRs
for the band for this school year from Bookkeeper Dennis (Exhibit 3). None of the MCRs
show D.W. as having given money for any band activity.

CONCLUSION

Initially, the student could not positively identify the individual she gave the money to
however, later she was adamant that it was Davis even though she could not (initially)
identify Davis. When in front of Hutchinson, D.W. stated that Hutchinson was the
individual she gave the money to. The OIG interviewed both Hutchinson and Davis in
person, and found that the two individuals differ significantly in appearance. It should have
been fairly easy for the student to be able to distinguish between them. The student's
apparent confusion makes it impossible to determine who, if anyone, D.W. gave the
money to. The OIG notes that D.W. is a twelve-year-old student, and her truthfulness is
not being called into question.

Based on the testimony obtained, and the fact that the student was not able to positively
identify the individual she gave the money to, the OIG cannot state with certainty that
either Davis or Hutchinson did not properly account for the $110 that was allegedly given
by D.W. Therefore, the allegation that Janaris Davis or Ashley Hutchinson violated School
District Policy 3.02.5.f.ii - Code of Ethics was Unsubstantiated.

The evidentiary standard used by the School District of Palm Beach County OIG in determining
whether the facts and claims asserted in the complaint were proven or disproven is based upon
the preponderance of the evidence. Preponderance of the evidence is contrasted with “beyond
a reasonable doubt,” which is the more severe test required to convict a criminal and “clear and
convincing evidence,” a standard describing proof of a matter established to be substantially
more likely than not to be true. OIG investigative findings classified as “substantiated” means
there was sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions occurred and
there was a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation. Investigative
Sindings classified as “unfounded” means sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion
that the actions did not occur and there was no violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to
substantiate the allegation. Investigative findings classified as “unsubstantiated” means there
was insufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions did or did not occur
and a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation could not be proven or
disproven.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector Generc';_




June 28, 2023
OIG Case 23-0018-I

ATTESTATION

|, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, to the best of my
personal knowledge, information, and belief, the contents of this report are true
and accurate; and | have not knowingly or willfully deprived or allowed another to
deprive, the subject of the investigation of any rights contained in Sections 112.532
and 112.533, Florida Statutes. This investigation was conducted pursuant to
School District Policy 1.092, Inspector General, and in accordance with applicable
Pr|n0|p|es and Standards for Offices of Inspectors General as published by the

Mlon of Inspectors General.

ya awson, Investlgator I

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PALM BEACH

Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this 28 day of June 2023, by
Tanya Lawson, Investigatorfor the School District of Palm Beach County, Office
of Inspector -.- &l w10 is personally known by me.

/Sﬁﬂaﬂre/c)f Notary Public
< Notary Public or [_| Law Enforcement Officer

This investigation was conducted by Tanya Lawson supervised and approved by Director
of Investigations Oscar Restrepo. The investigation was conducted in accordance with
guidance from the Association of Inspe General handbook and within standards as
' aw Enforcement Accreditation.

Date: é/ ,).57/ A

S repi—7tor of Investigations
Approved by: //,u_.f?é Date: df/z 5 AE‘
Tefésa Michael, Inspector General S

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General



June 28, 2023
OIG Case 23-0018-

EXHIBIT LIST
Cell phone screenshot of $110 sentto D.W. ..o Exhibit 1
Cell phone screenshot of text messages between D.W. and her friend ...... Exhibit 2
MCRs for the band from August 2022 until December 2022 ..................... Exhibit 3
Pep Rally/Club Day Activity Dates ..............cccooooiiii e Exhibit 4

DISTRIBUTION LIST

Information Distribution:

Palm Beach County School Board Members

Michael Burke, Superintendent

Audit Committee Members

OIG File

Randy Law, OIG Director of Audit

Robert Bliss, OIG Compliance and Quality Assurance Officer
Shawn Bernard, General Counsel

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector Genera—lm



2/27/23, 8:27 AM

Desmond Wade
Payment from ~

$110.00

Dec 13, 2022 at 8:21 AM

Web R;.ceipt

https://drive.google.com/drive/my-drive

IMG_2409.heic

c #;@,5.001@%‘ ; -d:%[%lga
Rgégived From: GD%%?JVrT'Qh :
Description: &ush:g%f btq—qwmzk

Exhibit #: o
Redactions: Yes 1 __No

REDACTED

111



no band today

Thu, Jan 19 at 7:41 PM

e. Yea

You was walking with me
when | gave ms.Davis 110
dollars for my uniform right

K what happened then
@ We when to class

You saw her take the
money from me

@ '_Yea

Thank you

Fri, Jan 20 at 10:55 AM

Are y'all getting ready I'm outside
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escnpa.; ; M

Exhibit #: e
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NOTE: ALL MONEY MUST BE TURNED IN ON THE SAME DAY COLLECTED,
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- ,
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E ¥ Il
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COMMENTS
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